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clarity of judgement, his acute perception of weakness and
strength, and his abounding belief in the masses are dis-
played, the more remarkably when it is considered how
imperfect were his sources of information and his channels
of communication.

With devastating accuracy he demonstrated the
inability of the Provisional Government to satisfy the
fundamental desire of the Russian people for peace, and
proclaimed as basis of the " proletarian " peace programme
the publication and repudiation of the secret treaties
which bound Russia to the Allies, and the immediate
proposal to all belligerent parties of an armistice on all
fronts. This would be the first task of the workers' and
peasants' Government after it had seized power.

His advice and tactics were not wholly intelligible to
his followers in Petrograd, who regarded all talk of a second
revolution and the seizure of power by the proletariat as
a Utopian dream. When Lenin was striving to communi-
cate the tensity of his will to Petrograd across Europe,
Kamenev, with the co-operation of Stalin, was turning
sharply towards social patriotism.

Sensing this tendency amongst the Bolshevik faction,
partly by instinct and partly from articles which appeared
over Kamenev's name in Pravda, Lenin redoubled his
efforts to seek a means of escape from Switzerland. At a
meeting of the representatives of Russian political parties
in Geneva on March 19, it was proposed by Martov, the
Menshevik leader, that, since the Allied Powers were
adamant in their refusal to allow passage to the exiles, per-
mission should be requested for political emigrants to return
to Russia via Germany in exchange for interned German
civilians. Other members of the Menshevik Party hesitated
at so bold a plan, frightened at the interpretation which
would inevitably be placed upon it in Russia. Lenin, how-
ever, grasped at it without a moment's hesitation. If the
alternative lay between a return to Russia via Germany and